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youth's slow accumulation of power to the testing
time of manhood, he was confronted with a bitter
experience that formed the last bridge between dream
and reality. This was the essential unhappy love-
affair, without which no young man's development
can be regarded as finally completed.

He fell in love with a girl, the typical young girl of
good family, who bore the name of Lotte, so hallowed
by Goethe's Werther; and all the dreams of his
natural idealism, all the yearnings of his struggling
self-consciousness, invested this first love-experience
with the significance of the great and only passion of a
lifetime. It was for the sake of his young and secret
sweetheart he adopted a practical profession. Tri-
umphantly the young doctor informed her that he
had secured a modest position as manager in a Dresden
firm at a salary of a thousand marks a year, payable
quarterly, and on this small but safe foundation they
could contemplate setting up house. But the parents
had views for their daughter's future that transcended
the young doctor's modest prospects. They were
not satisfied with so bourgeois an outlook, and the
manner of the young man, whose consciousness of
power gave him a confidence that was as yet unfounded,
seemed too boastful and pretentious ; and thus it was
that parental good-sense hammered so long against
the precarious foundation of youthful ardour, that one
day, out of a clear heaven of exalted hope, came the
lightning-flash of cool dismissal. There was talk of
"mature consideration," of "realisation that they
were unsuited to each other " ; it was, in fact, no more
than a young girl's failure to recognise the man's
unique dynamic force, and her preference for com-